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Peaslee Friends, 
For over 36 years, Peaslee practitioners have been “making a way out of no way” in educating and seeking justice in our city. In 2020, Peaslee took time to reflect 
and pivot on how to stay connected, work, and grow in community. As our in-person programs paused, our amazing educators, youth, families, and partners 
collaborated and built up capacity for remote ways to maintain community, learn, and advocate for positive change in our city. Also as housing insecurity reached 
all-time highs, Peaslee continued to push for equitable development practices in our city.  
This work is never done alone, since Peaslee is also home to other non-profit partners engaged in education and social change work. With our collective resources, 
we were able to meet essential needs in the neighborhood, providing food through our partnership with the Cincinnati Interfaith 
Workers Center and Freestore Foodbank, and childcare for working families through Learning Grove. Peaslee is privileged to hold 
space and energy for this work in our community. It is made possible through your connection to Peaslee, and we are grateful for 
your support and solidarity. We appreciate any gift you can make at this time to strengthen this education and justice work.
With gratitude, 
Jennifer Summers, Peaslee Director
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Peaslee’s effort to support our neighbors is central 
to the work of the Community Food Program. In 
2020, in partnership with the Cincinnati Interfaith 
Workers Center and the Freestore Foodbank, 
Peaslee distributed nearly 2,500 boxes of groceries 
to families experiencing hardship as a result of the 
Covid-19 crisis. We have strengthened our bond 
with several local schools—Rothenberg Preparatory 
Academy, St. Francis Seraph School, and Roberts 
Academy—who welcomed us to distribute 
groceries with the help and support of their staff. 
We also supported Seven Hills Neighborhood 
House food pantry and Price Hill Recreation 
Center, whose staff distributed groceries to 
residents monthly. In April 2020, our commitment 
to observing safety protocols in food distribution 
was highlighted in a news story by WCPO. The 
Community Food Program is an inspiring example 
of community support in action!

In the time of social distancing, we are more dependent than ever on the Internet to stay 
connected. Recognizing that technology needs might present a barrier to some of our 
families, Peaslee established a device lending library so everyone could continue to engage 
in our virtual programs and school. Laptops were available to be checked out by families who 
needed them, and earbuds were distributed so users could tune in without disrupting others 
in their homes.

COMMUNITY FOOD PROGRAM

DEVICE LENDING PROGRAM

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
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Residents of Over-the-Rhine and Price Hill, 
among other communities, continued serving 
as Community Mentors co-teaching in Peaslee’s 
junior seminar for Miami University’s Urban 
Cohort program. 2020’s lessons on structural 
injustice and social change were delivered 
virtually, with the help of laptops from Peaslee’s 
device lending library.

Groups seeking to learn about issues of race 
and class in the community continued to rely 
on Peaslee to facilitate Affordable Housing 
Simulations, Community Journey walking tours, 
and service learning reflections. Despite the 
pandemic, Peaslee educated and engaged 
over 400 people around these vital community 
issues.

Agents of Change youth stayed connected 
online to celebrate milestones together, 
including birthdays and graduations. During 
their virtual summer program, Agents met for 
weekly book groups and social change activities. 
They continued to meet remotely in the fall to 
discuss current events and community issues 
including Ohio’s Stand Your Ground law, “cancel 
culture,” and art as activism. Twenty students 
participated this year.

Peaslee designed and produced a more polished prototype of The Movement, the educational 
cooperative card game that was created by our Agents of Change. We are excited for final 
testing, and look forward to professional production so we can share the game as one of our 
Social Justice Education offerings.

AGENTS OF CHANGEAGENTS OF CHANGE

SOCIAL JUSTICE EDUCATION



Peaslee also worked in coalition to develop 
a website and public presence for the 
Communities Act Now (CAN) action platform. 
CAN provides a critical road map to improve 
development practices in Cincinnati by 
addressing our city’s well-documented equity 
problems. It consists of four impactful and 
actionable public policy initiatives, including our 
own Equitable Development Rubric.

Public support for and use of the Equitable 
Development Rubric has grown across 
residents, councils, and organizations. Our 
ongoing education and support has evolved to 
include a Community Council guidebook and 
toolkit for the Rubric; it will soon be available 
for neighborhood groups.
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EDUCATION-BASED ORGANIZING

In November, Peaslee and 
other partners in the Keep 
Our Courts coalition hosted 
a trick-or-treat walk through 
the space at Main and Schiller 
to further engage residents 
in imagining how this public 
land could be developed in 
a way that is responsive to 
community needs.



Our piano program served 17 students ages 7-13 in 2020. Despite 
a pause of in-person lessons and events, our students continued 
to practice and progress at home with online flashcards, music 
books from Peaslee’s lending library, and virtual lessons. During the 
summer they submitted video performances for a virtual recital on 
social media, and had the opportunity to earn prizes by participating 
in a practice challenge! This year Peaslee also introduced group 
lessons and office hours outside of formal lesson time.

In July, we were heartbroken when our former piano teacher Atarah 
Jablonsky (“Mrs. J”) passed away at age 92. With her thoughtful 
encouragement, good humor, and depth of knowledge as a teacher, 
she enriched the lives of her students, their families, and everyone 
who had the privilege of working with her. Atarah is dearly missed, 
but her legacy lives on whenever the sound of music floats through 
the hallways of Peaslee. The music lending library we established in 
2020 is dedicated in her memory.

When in-person after-school programs 
at local schools were closed due to 
Covid, our young writers were sent 
journals in the mail so they could 
continue writing with inspiration from 
our poems and prompts. Some of 
their writing was published on social 
media to celebrate National Poetry 
Month. Also, during this difficult time, 
participants in the Justice Seekers 
Women’s Writing Circle were especially 
grateful for this safe and sacred (virtual) 
space to give voice to what’s on their 
hearts and affirm one another’s words.
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Fear is Over

We can overcome a fear that’s scary to us by whistling.
Whistling helps us by distracting us from our fear.
Also by taking deep breaths.
It helps by relaxing your body.

—Lei’Aden Simmons-Ghee, 5th grade

WRITING

PIANO

In loving memory of Atarah Jablonsky
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PEASLEE THANKS THESE INDIVIDUALS
Judith and James Adams
Morag Adlon
June Alexander
Alice Altstaetter
Ron Applegate
Bud Arens
Jenn Arens and Shannon Hughes
Christine and Perry Arnett
Roger and Mary Auer
Ron and Chris Auer
Ren and Eliza Austing
Shirley and Nick Baldwin
Marla Banks
Kristen Barker
Kwana Bass
Jeffrey and Gayna Bassin
Caitlin Behle
Judith Blackburn
John and Megan Blake
Luna Bloom
Ruth Bockenstette
Henry and Joan Boehmer
Kenneth and Barbara Boesherz
Peg Bouska
Katie Bramell
Scott and Jill Braun
Katherine Brennan and Gabriel 
Skvor

Mary Anne Bressler
Connie Brossart
Jan Brown Checco
Lea Browne
Susan Brownknight
Patricia Bruns
Ed and Carole Burdell
Mary Burke Rivers
Elizabeth Burnside
Annie Burton
Gregory and Antoinette Busch
Karis and Jon Cady

Susan Carlson
Angela Charron
Dorothy Christenson
Elizabeth Cochran
Kevin Cole
Kenneth Coleman
Sarah Corlett and Jason Hampton
Melissa Currence
Nicola da Roza and Josh 
Cunningham

Shana Darden
Dave Suetholz and Ellen Yonts
Linda and Paul Davis
Nancy Dawley
Lillian Dean
Mary Delaney
Samuel Delisio
Angie Denov and Jon Blickenstaff
Nicholas Dewald
Emily Dones
Bob Donovan
Dan and Mary Kay Drexler
Molly Dugan
Lizzy DuQuette
Janis Dutton
Nathan Eads
Haley Edmondson
Robert Egbert
Deane and Phyllis Elliott
Phyllis Elmo
Benjamin and Kristie Elsass
Jan and Richard Evans
Paul and Tsila Evers
Bruce and Laurie Fairlie Weil
Annie Faragher Bennett
Julie Fay
Nancy Fecher
Anne Feczko and Daniel Flynn
Leslie Fedorchuk
Joe Feldhaus and Marcheta Gillam

2244%%  

1111%%  

2277%%  

99%%  

77%%  

2222%%  

22002200  FFUUNNCCTTIIOONNAALL  EEXXPPEENNSSEESS  

Youth Programs

COVID-19 Response

Tenant Partners

Administration

Fundraising

Social Justice Education &
Organizing

2020 INCOME AND EXPENSES

55%%  

6644%%  

2222%%  

88%%  

11%%  

22002200  RREEVVEENNUUEE  

Program fees

Contributions and grants

Rental income

Special events

Other income

Income
Program fees
Contributions and grants
Rental income
Special events
Other income

Total Income

Expense
Direct program
Personnel
Professional fees
Occupancy
Office
Outside services
Training and development
Special events
Other
Depreciation

Total Expense

23,970
272,535

94,310
32,666
3,290

426,771

15,696
248,107

8,028
48,800

6,134
2,165
3,844

635
665

14,857
348,931

Program fees
Grants and contributions
Rental income
Special events
Other income

8%

9%

7%

5%

1%
22%

24%

11%

22%

27%

64%

2020 functional expenses

2020 revenue

Youth Programs
COVID-19 Response
Tenant Partners
Administration
Fundraising
Social Justice Education & 
Organizing

Students in Miami’s Urban Cohort during their February retreat at Peaslee
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Jim and Peggy Flood
Catherine Fowler
Jessie Frank
Gerald Froehlich and Laura 
Goodell

Nancy Frondorf
Marjorie Fryxell
Bill Gardner
Tiffany Gehrlich
Adam Gelter
Al Gerhardstein and Mimi 
Gingold

Deborah and Donald Gilbert
Lois Gish and Tim Kraus
Sara Goldstein-Stoll
Henrietta Goolsby
Bob Gottmer
Liz Gottmer
Donald Gruber
Gail Gundrum
Philip and Mary Hagner
James Hague
Peter Hames
Donna Harris
Kate Harrow
Chris Heckman and Kristen 
Myers

Joyce Heckman
Katy Heins and Patrick Clifford
Jessie Henson
Patricia Hill Collins
Laura Hils and Peter Hale
Koben Hinman
Jenna Hippensteel
Maggie Holland
Bill Hopple
Patty Hord
Amy Howton
Ed and Joann Hubert
David Hughes

Ruthie Hurley-Franchi
Andy Hutzel and Amy Harpenau
Valerie Jacobs
Bill and Suzanne Joiner
Katie Joyce
Joel and Sari Kaplan Mittler
Frederick and Maureen Keeley
Abby King-Kaiser
Robert Knueven
Marci Koch
Andrea and John Kornbluh
Jeffrey Kruth
Edward and Jessica Kuresman
Julia Kyser
BeBe Lackey
Sarah Lavelle
Mary Lickteig
Sr. Janet Linz
David Logan and Dale Hodges
BJ Lohr
Stephen Magnus
Sarah Maguire
Jean Majors
Barbara Maloney
Michael Marcotte and Mary 
Clare Rietz

Lois Marker
Sr. Jo Ann Martini
Liz Maxwell
Donna and Neal Mayerson
Mark McCafferty
Chris and Kevin McHugh
Suzanne McQuade
Stuart and Amy Meyers
Joanne Middlekamp
Ariel Miller
Brian Morris
Deborah Morris
Suzanne Morrissey
Colton Morton

Thad and Sara Mosler
Thomas Mosler
Mark Mussman
Gary Myers
Kary Myers
Wadeeah Nashid
Andy and Meghan Neumeier
Bonnie Neumeier and Michael 
Flood

Eric Neumeier
Justin and Sara Neumeier
Roy and Jacqueline Newman
Cassie and Parker Niemann
Suresh Nirody
Dan Nolan
Carolette Norwood
Owen Nyswonger
Daniel and Beth O’Connor
J.B. Offenberger and Douglas 
Duckett

Magda Orlander
Barbara and Butch Otting
Emily Pawlecki
Stephen Peterson and Chris 
Bolling

Barbara and John Pflum
Joe and Katie Pflum
Kazuko and William Platt
Meili Price
Anissa Pulcheon
Margaret Quinn
Randall and Angie Relick
Fran Repka
Paris Reynolds
Allison and Patrick Reynolds-
Berry

Leslie Rich
Paul Richter, Jr.
Barbara Rinto
Patty Ritter

Mary Rogero
Brock Rolfes
Mary Ann and Robert Roncker
Bill and Mary Rouleau
Sr. Patricia Ann Sabourin
Jared Sapolsky
Joyce Schaub
Christine and Bob Scheadler
David Schenz
Bob Scherger
Brian Schmidt
Bob and Alberta Schneider
Chuck and Julie Schubert
Joe and Kathy Schwab
Julie Schwab
Tammy Schwartz
Samantha Searls
RM Selya
Katherine Setser
Jon and Jacqueline Seymour
Alice and Ken Skirtz
Ed Slater
Eleanor Small
Louise Stallworth
Emily Stant-Kelly
Martha Stephens
Ben Stockwell
Erick Stoll
Caroline Sullivan
Jeff and Ginger Summers
Jenn Summers and Brennan 
Grayson

Karen Summers
Stephanie Sweeney
Sr. Terry Thorman
Eunice and John Timoney 
Ravenna

Barbara and Richard Traud
Larry and Mary Ann Ungerer
Rosalie Van Nuis

Walter Vanderbush
Kim and James Wachenheim
Michael Ward
Olden Warren and Sheila Hill
Bruce Wasem
Julia Weaver
Sue Wehrman
Dorothy Weil
Sara Whitestone
Rhonda Whitten
Annette Wick
Julie Wilke
Chris Wilkey and Donelle Dreese
Tyrone Williams
Tracy Wilson
Katie Wittich
Jessica Wray
Mary Wyett and David Wetzel
Nancy Wygant
Myra Yates
Pat Youngblood

Agents of Change show off their 
Mardi Gras masks

PEASLEE THANKS THESE INDIVIDUALS



www.peasleecenter.org

3CDC
Benny’s Pizza
Bethany Rose Pottery
Charles and Isabell Hall Foundation
Christ Church Cathedral
Cincinnati Development Fund
Clifton-Clef Music Club
Dominican Sisters of Hope
Emanuel Bachmann Foundation
First English Lutheran Church
First Unitarian Carter Memorial Fund
Franciscans of the Province of St. John 
the Baptist

Greater Cincinnati Foundation-STK

General Electric Evendale Employees 
Community Service Fund

Hamilton County Cares Foundation
Hubert Family Foundation
Ira Block Foundation
Iron Workers Local 44
John Hueber Homes
John Schroth Family Charitable Trust
Kemper Road Christian Church
Kneflin-Dillhoff-Hils & Kruse Agency
Learning Grove
Magnified Giving
Over-the-Rhine Community Council

Over-the-Rhine Marianists
Pampered Chef
Parking Lot Management of Cincinnati
Parlour Salon
Perfection Group
Petersburg Parishes
Robert Gould Foundation
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
Sisters of Charity Bayley House
Sisters of St. Francis
Woods Hardware
Woodward Trust

Peaslee Neighborhood Center
215 E. 14th St.
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Phone: (513) 621-5514
Email: administration@peasleecenter.org
@peasleecenter

Peaslee deeply appreciates these foundations and organizations for their sustaining partnership:
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