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Dear Friends, 

For 37 years, Peaslee educators and students have been learning and growing together. In 2021, we 
were excited to offer both virtual and in-person community education programs. Peaslee promotes a 
vision of a healthy and just community where all people’s voices and lives are valued. This is not done 
alone. Peaslee is grateful to be home to other non-profit partners engaged in education, advocacy, 
and movement building.

Each year Peaslee’s annual report highlights our previous 
year’s accomplishments. However, after the last two years of 
pandemic uncertainties, it’s important at this moment to look 
at what’s possible in partnership with you.

Thanks to the love, commitment, and solidarity of your many 
hands and hearts, Peaslee is strong. We are excited to expand 
our summer programs in 2022 to serve more students ages 
6-16, providing critical educational opportunities for families.

We are also extending our education and coalition building 
for justice to foster strong grassroots democracy in our 
neighborhoods for equitable development. This work is made 
possible through your connection to education and justice, 
and we are grateful for any gift you can make at this time to be a part of Peaslee’s growth.

In solidarity,
Peaslee Staff and Board

celebrating community caregivers

At our annual fundraiser, Making A Way with Peaslee, we had 
the honor of presenting our Community Changemaker Award 
to the Collaborate and Care Crew of Rothenberg Preparatory 
Academy. This group of inspiring women banded together 
in the midst of a global pandemic to ensure their students’ 
needs were met during remote learning. They went above 
and beyond for their students, providing them with school 
supplies, clothing, meals and more. It was a privilege to 
partner with them.

We also took this moment to lift up two amazing caretakers 
in Peaslee’s building community: Marilynn Anderson, an 
early childhood educator at Peaslee for over 20 years, and 
Peaslee’s Master of Custodial Arts Larry Fogle, who has cared 
for the center for over 10 years. Marilynn and Larry were 
honored with Changemaker Awards for their dedication to 
caring for children and community space. Peaslee appreciates 
all the love, energy and wisdom they bring to countless 
families and our community.

“This is a center to help kids grow. So when you 
see ‘em in the hall, say ‘Hey!’ If you don’t say 

hey, they gonna say hey to you!”
—Marilynn Anderson

message from peaslee

https://www.peasleecenter.org/donate
https://rothenberg.cps-k12.org/
https://rothenberg.cps-k12.org/


Despite COVID limitations on our 
work with school groups, we continued to deliver 
powerful community content to roughly 390 people 
through adaptive means. We designed safe ways to offer 
community journey walking tours and affordable housing 
simulations to close partners, and our in-depth coursework 
with Community Mentors and Miami University remains 
strong.

We have made great strides in developing The Movement 
card game, created by our Agents of Change. With new 
prototypes, connections, and game design insights, we 
are underway with late-stage testing and tweaks. The 
excitement and potential of this teaching tool continues to 
grow as we near a final product.

social justice education

Our Equitable Development Rubric spurred increased 
attention and action city-wide as Peaslee delivered 
presentations to two City Council committees, with 
support from public testimonials at City Hall by a wide 
array of Cincinnatians across neighborhoods. Our work on 
transparency in public development incentives forged new 
coalition connections and factored heavily into November’s 
city election results, setting the stage for new possibilities. 
Our staff also played a significant role in elevating the case 
for a fully funded Affordable Housing Trust Fund.

Meanwhile, our support for equitable development at 
the ground level continued through collaboration with 
community councils. We published our Rubric Guidebook 
for Community Councils followed by a training series that 
engaged representatives from 10 community councils.

education-based organizing

“The entire theme is brilliant and the 
way the gameplay teaches and reinforces 
it is amazing. We read the intro out loud 

and everyone around the table said,  
‘Yes, I’m in. Let’s go!’”

—local game experts, on The Movement

https://www.miamioh.edu/ehs/academics/departments/edt/academics/urban-teaching-cohort/index.html
https://www.cincycan.org/affordable-housing-trust-fund
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RJ5Hgr42O245Uu7xpPoLflSTKyC_gKTt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RJ5Hgr42O245Uu7xpPoLflSTKyC_gKTt/view


writing circles

risers
In the interest of COVID safety, Peaslee’s summer 
camp groups were smaller in 2021, so we shifted 
the ages served by each group and created a 
new program, Risers, for ages 10-12.

Through journaling, art appreciation, and group 
discussion, the inaugural class of Risers worked 
on developing a deeper sense of self, building 
confidence, and practicing empathy. Campers 
enjoyed adventuring through Over-the-Rhine 
to show each other their favorite places. They 
visited two local art galleries celebrating the 
work of Black artists, and interacted with lots of 
cool animals at Camp Joy!

Thanks to our neighbor Gallery at Gumbo 
for welcoming our Risers to appreciate local 
artists’ work.

The Girls Writing Circles returned to school 
buildings to continue providing a safe space for 
young ladies to express themselves and appreciate 
their individual gifts. This year, our youth writing 
partnership grew to include two summer 
programs, at Rothenberg Preparatory Academy 
and Pleasant Ridge Montessori. In weekly circles, 
Peaslee educators and 3rd to 6th grade girls 
focused on affirming their sense of self, supporting 
their creativity, and fostering their unique voice.

peaslee kids summer camp

In 2021, an outdoor classroom in Peaslee’s front yard 
was home base for our Peaslee Kids summer camp, a 
safe and supportive space for learning, positive youth 
development, and fun for kids ages 6-9 from Over-the-
Rhine and surrounding neighborhoods.

Peaslee Kids participated weekly in swimming and 
gardening, and enjoyed local field trips as well as 
visits from guest artists. Teachers also read books with 
students and led  discussions about different aspects of 
social justice.

At the end of the program, campers presented their 
writing and other learnings at a public showcase for 
their families.

“I believe in my own life…
I believe in my own heart.”

—Athena, 4th grade

https://galleryatgumbo.com/
http://Rothenberg Preparatory Academy
https://pleasantridge.cps-k12.org/


Peaslee continued working in partnership with 
the Cincinnati Interfaith Workers Center and 
the Freestore Foodbank to distribute shelf-
stable groceries in our neighborhood. When 
community members asked for more fresh fruits 
and vegetables, Peaslee began hosting monthly 
Produce Pop-Ups in our parking lot and provided 
nearly 350 households with fresh produce!

community food project

agents of change

We were excited to welcome our Agents of 
Change youth back to Peaslee’s building for in-
person programming beginning in the summer of 
2021. All of our students felt that we talked about 
important things during camp. Most participants 
cited climate change as a topic they were 
interested in and would like to learn more about.

Our summer program centered around the 
importance of telling your own story. Our creative 
summer project, Agents: The Podcast, developed 
from this theme. Head over to soundcloud.com/
agentsthepodcast to hear our Agents’ creative, 
witty, and impactful stories.

Thanks to our neighbor Lightborne for providing 
space and equipment to help our Agents record 
their podcasts.

Podcast Titles
	◊ How Important is Attractiveness in our Reality? 
	◊ Little Green Men and You: Are Aliens Real?
	◊ How do Friends and Peers Influence Youth?
	◊ Unawaited and Guaranteed
	◊ Video Game Drama
	◊ Who I Am

piano

Our piano program served 17 students 
throughout 2021. In the spring and summer, 
our music instructors provided individual piano 
instruction virtually with students as they practiced 
and progressed at home with online flashcards, 
laptops, music stands, keyboards and music 
books from Peaslee’s lending libraries. In the fall 
our students returned to in person instruction at 
Peaslee with Sr. Terry Thorman. In a bittersweet 
transition, Rebecca Smithorn, Peaslee’s Piano 
Coordinator left Peaslee to pursue her orchestral 
career. We wish her the very best!

https://www.cworkers.org/
https://freestorefoodbank.org/
https://www.soundcloud.com/agentsthepodcast
https://www.soundcloud.com/agentsthepodcast
https://lightborne.com/
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Benny’s Pizza
Cappy’s Wine and Spirits
Charles and Isabell Hall Foundation
Cincinnati Bell
Cincinnati Development Fund
Cindy’s Friendly Tavern
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Grants and foundations
Individuals
Organizations and businesses
Rental income
Special events
Program fees and other income

Grants and foundations
Individuals
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Rental income
Special events
Program fees/other income
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2021 FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

Programs
Administration
Fundraising

Program
Administration
Fundraising

2021 expenses

Income
Grants and foundations
Individuals
Organizations/businesses
Rental income
Special events
Program fees/other income

Total Income

Expense
Direct program
Personnel
Professional fees
Occupancy
Office
Outside services
Training and development
Special events
Other
Depreciation

Total Expense

248,950
58,140
18,672

110,302
31,176

27,578
494,818

25,273
277,972

12,141
58,926
5,253
3,108
4,046

257
3,275

14,892
405,143

peaslee thanks these businesses and organizations
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Edward and Robert Bott Fund
Nellie Leaman Taft Foundation
Robert Gould Foundation
Skyler Foundation
Thomas J. Emery Memorial Fund
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Peaslee deeply appreciates these foundations and organizations for their sustaining partnership:

http://www.peasleecenter.org
https://www.facebook.com/peasleecenter
https://www.instagram.com/peasleecenter/
https://twitter.com/peasleecenter
https://www.facebook.com/keyboardclub/
https://seasongoodfoundation.com/
https://ignitephilanthropy.com/grant-seekers/nellie-leaman-taft-foundation/
https://gouldcharitablefoundation.org/
https://www.gcfdn.org/thomas-j-emery-memorial/
https://cincinnaticathedral.com/
https://www.srcharitycinti.org/ministries/empowerment/sc-ministry-foundation/
https://cppsheritagemissionfund.org/
https://ophope.org/
mailto:administration%40peasleecenter.org?subject=
https://www.chmiowa.org/

