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MESSAGE FROM PEASLEE

Dear Friends,

For 39 years, Peaslee Neighborhood Center has remained a community hub for education,
enrichment, connection, and organizing. This year’s annual report highlights our collective work
as a small but mighty community center with deep roots. At Peaslee, children, young people, and
elders continue to learn, grow, create, and work together to build a better world.

It is no small task to maintain Peaslee as an accessible resource benefiting working class
families. In October 2023, Peaslee experienced a flood, due to a boiler pipe breaking, across all
three floors of our building. We worked hard to maintain programmmg and restore the center, and
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we thank all of you who supported us throughout this
ordeal. Now Peaslee is moving forward with upgrades *
to improve the building’s sustainability and ensure
that our families and tenant partners can continue
engaging in essential education and justice work
uninterrupted. Your commitment to education and
justice makes this work possible, and we are grateful
for your gift at this time to be a part of Peaslee’s
growth.

In solidarity,
Jennifer Summers, Director
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PEACE

CENTER
mobilizes, educates nurtures a resilient, educates and advocates for
and organizes low wage and interconnected network of peace, challenges unjust
immigrant workers to achieve worker-owned businesses in systems, and promotes the
positive systemic change Greater Cincinnati. Our goal: creation of a nonviolent

an economy that works for all society
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We provided social justice curriculum anchored in our
community’s lived experience to a total of 416 individuals
across ten schools and eleven programs. Nine local residents
and community members consistently served as educators
alongside our staff. A significant portion of this education

is done in deep partnerships, where students engage in an
ongoing way, over a whole school year or even multiple years.
This year, we expanded our program connections at Xavier
University and also our collaborative coursework at Miami
University. We also strengthened internship opportunities,
enabling some of the students in our Urban Cohort partnership
program at Miami University to serve as educators in our
summer youth programs.
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We engaged at least 1,347 members of the public, providing education in support of organizing
and collective action to address structural injustices our community faces. This year, we were part
of Cincinnati Action for Housing Now, the coalition behind the ballot initiative for truly affordable
housing in Cincinnati. Peaslee was one of over 50 endorsmg organizations, and our staff rved
on the campaign’s lead team. We assisted in /
crafting the amendment language, developing
educational materials, providing transparency

on the actions of City government, gathering
signatures, engaging voters, and much more. We
have stayed active in pursuing our community-
driven plan for the land at Main and Schiller,

we developed and presented new content for
community councils and residents on zoning
reform, and we remain on-call for folks using our
Equitable Development Rubric toolkit — from local
community councils to coalitions in Chicago and
Buffalo, NY!
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CREATIVE EXPRESSION
WRITING CIRCLES

Through continued partnership with
Rothenberg Preparatory Academy, we engaged

15 STUDENTS in self-expression and creative
thinking with our Girls’ Writing Circle in 2023. In

addition, more than 20 WOMEN participated in
the Justice Seekers Writing Circle.

“l am a superwoman
because | am brave and smart
My momma is a superwoman

because she protects me”
—K'eshell, 5" grade

Peaslee's piano program provided weekly

lessons for 28 STUDENTS in 2023, including
five adults. Adult students showed a particular
interest in learning more music theory, so we
also began offering monthly music theory
sessions. Thanks to a partnership with Christ
Church Cathedral, students were able to take
a field trip to see the Cathedral's organ and
harpsichord, and play their spring recital in the
chapel there. Students performed in a fall recital
at St. Francis Seraph, and two students played
at Peaslee's annual event.

During summer camp, Agents of Change
(ages 13-15) learned about the Poor People’s
Campaign, celebrated the 50" anniversary of
Hip Hop, and investigated bias that happens
in the media. For their creative project Agents
learned about filmmaking and developed their
own film projects. In the fall while discussing
state and local elections, Agents learned about
ballot issues including affordable housing. We
also hosted our inaugural Agents of Change
homecoming event for 10 program alumni.

20 PARTICIPANTS




SUMMER CAMP

In summer 2023, Peaslee welcomed 25 new and returning campers ages 6-9 into our Peaslee
Kids summer camp, where teachers work to provide a safe, nurturing environment for kids to
express themselves and build positive relationships. Campers participated in weekly swim
lessons, yoga sessions, art projects, visits to the Civic Garden Center's Pendleton children's

garden, and reading time. Throughout the summer they collectively read 594 BOOKS! social
justice lessons covered topics including animal rights, bullying, and immigration. Peaslee
Kids also visited Camp Ernst for the first time, exploring nature and braving the ropes course

along with Agents of Change campers. Risers summer camp for ages 10-12 engaged 20
campers in self-discovery and building interpersonal skills through activities including
origami, storytelling, writing, and dancing. The Risers concentrated especially on social and
emotional regulation with the help of breathing techniques and poses they learned in yoga

sessions. They became so confident throughout the summer that they even DESIGNED 9

YOGH ROUTINES themselves, which they demonstrated for audience members at their
showcase!

Peaslee Kids, Risers, and Agents of Change all participated in our second annual Summer
Field Day. Throughout the games, which included puzzles, relays, and a water balloon toss,
campers were both mixed amongst each other and competing in teams. Agents of Change
were the winners of the final race, the Peaslee Pursuit. At an awards ceremony the next day,
campers were recognized for their team spirit, leadership, and physical abilities.
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2023 FINANCIALS

INCOME EXPENSES

B Grants & foundations

B Rental income

[ Program fees/other income
B individuals

B Special events

[ Organizations/businesses

B Program
B Administration

[ Fundraising

PEASLEE THANKS THESE BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS

3CDC Greater Cincinnati Foundation Perfection Group

altafiber Ira Block Foundation Petersburg Parishes

Beckman Weil Shepardson LLC Iron Workers Local 44 PNC Foundation

Benny's Pizza Kneflin-Dillhoff-Hils & Kruse Agency Robert and Marian Kennedy
Charles and Isabel Hall Foundation Locey, Mitchell & Associates Charitable Trust
Cincinnati Development Fund Matinée Musicale Endowment Fund SEIU Local 1
City Lands Development Miami University Center for Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
Dominican Sisters of Hope Community Engagement in Over-  Sisters of St. Francis

Elder High School the-Rhine Unlimited Media

Emanuel Bachmann Foundation ~ Miami University Urban Cohort Western & Southern Financial Fund
FotoFocus Cincinnati Over-the-Rhine Marianists Western Sun Foundation
General Electric Employees Parking Lot Management of

Community Service Fund Cincinnati

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUSTAINING DONORS

Meili & Adam Clark Kathy Mank
Mary Delaney Stuart & Amy Meyers
Janis Dutton Thomas Mosler
Jenna Hippensteel Wadeeah Nashid
Ruthie Hurley-Franchi Mark & Christina Neumeier
Bridget Kennedy Trish Richter
Abby King-Kaiser Brock Rolfes
Marci Koch Julia Weaver

Peaslee's sustaining donors help ensure that our vital programs are

supported every month. You can become a sustaining donor too!

Scan the code above to visit Peaslee's donation page and set up a
recurring monthly gift.
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PEASLEE THANKS YOU

Morag Adlon

Ronald Applegate

Aidil & Kevin Arens

Jenn Arens & Shannon
Hughes

Karen Arnett

Roger & Mary Auer

Shirley & Nick Baldwin

Marla Banks

Kristen Barker

Ashley Baugh

Ann Behrmann

Judith Blackburn

Ruth Bockenstette

Kenneth & Barbara
Boesherz

Virginia Bohnert

Peg Bouska

Mary Anne Bressler

Connie Brossart

Suzanne Brossart

Jan Brown Checco &
Gerald Checco

Susan Brownknight

Ed Burdell

Mary Burke Rivers

Elizabeth Burnside

Bjorn Burrell

Gregory & Antoinette
Busch

Gina Bush

Angie Butler

Denishea Calhoun

James Carpenter

Angela Charron

Dot Christenson

Nancy Clark

Eli & Cam Cochran

Brad Cooper

Sr. Jean Crowley

Melissa Currence

Mary Anne Curtiss

Richard & Ann Daeschner

Claire Daugherty

Paul & Linda Davis

Nancy Dawley

Lillian Dean

Jeanne Dell

Angie Denov & Jon
Blickenstaff

Thomas & Martha
Depenbrock

Brian & Michelle Dershaw

Bob Donovan

Dan& Mary Kay Drexler

Lizzy DuQuette

Haley Edmondson

Martin Eisen

Deane & Phyllis Elliott

Noreen Ellison

Ben & Kristie Elsass

Teresa & Mike Elsass

Gloria Esenwein

Linda Fabe

Anne Feczko & Dan Flynn

Jim & Peggy Flood

Lisa & Adam Flood

Larry Fogle

Gerald Froehlich & Laura
Goodell

Marjorie Fryxell

Don Gardner

Tiffany Gehrlich

Deborah & Donald Gilbert

Lois Gish & Tim Kraus

Henrietta Goolsby

Bob Gottmer

Donald Gruber

Gail Gundrum

Alex Gutman

Philip & Mary Hagner

Peter Hames

Reid Hartmann

Patricia Haug

Chris Heckman & Kristen
Myers

Joyce Heckman

Harry & Kathleen Hendy

Jessie Henson

Lindsay Hesser

Laura Hils & Peter Hale

Koben Hinman

Gloria Hobbs

Bill & Mary Hopple

Patty Hord

Amy Howton

Andy Hutzel & Amy
Harpenau

Sarah Inskeep

Peggy & Jerome James

Shirlene Jensen

Will Johnson

Bill & Suzanne Joiner

Madison Jones

Frederick & Maureen
Keeley

George Kingston

Diana Klinedinst

Andrea & John Kornbluh

Jason & Candice Kramer

John & Carol Krehbiel

Alex Kreit

Ed & Jessica Kuresman

Sarah Lavelle

Janet Linz

Vince Linz

David Logan & Dale
Hodges

David Lowry

Barbara Maloney

Michael Marcotte & Mary
Clare Rietz

Sue Martin

Liz Maxwell

Donna & Neal Mayerson

Chris & Kevin McHugh

Don & Kathy Meyer

Andrea Miller

Eileen Mitchell & Greg Wilp

Thad & Sara Mosler

Donald Nesbitt & Jeanne
Kortekamp

Andy & Meghan Neumeier

Bonnie Neumeier &
Michael Flood

Fred & Robin Neumeier

Joseph & Kathy Neumeier

Ryan Neumeier

Roy & Jackie Newman

Cassie & Parker Niemann

Tamika Odum

Mary Oehler & Gerald
Owsley

J.B. Offenberger & Douglas
Duckett

Candace & Stuart Olley

Barb & Butch Otting

Rebecca Parsons

Kelly Patterson

Manuel Pérez

Joe & Katie Pflum

Katherine Pinto

Diana Porter & Leonard
Webb

Margaret Quinn

Sanyog Rathod

Ed & Denise Ratterman

Matthew & Michelle
Rebeck

Joan Reddick

Allison & Patrick Reynolds-
Berry

Nancy Riesenbeck

Barbara Rinto & Jeremy
Lawson

Patty Ritter

Christine Rody

Bill & Mary Rouleau

Peter Russo

Pat Sabourin

Joyce & Michael Schaub

Christine & Bob Scheadler

Bob Scherger

Joe & Kathy Schwab

Tammy Schwartz

Jon & Jacqueline Seymour

Noah Shingler

Alice Skirtz

Ed Slater

Nancy Stein & Janet
Schelb

Martha Stephens

Carl Sterner

Ben Stockwell

Karen Summers

Jennifer & Nathan Swigart

Terry Thorman

Eunice & John Timoney
Ravenna

Barb & Rick Traud

Larry & Mary Ann Ungerer

Kim & James Wachenheim

Michael Ward

Olden Warren & Sheila Hill

Bruce Wasem

William Watts

Sue Wehrman

Joseph White

Rhonda Whitten

Chris Wilkey & Donelle
Dreese

Amy Willging

Gregory & Robin Willis

Amy & James Wright

Nancy Wygant

Myra Yates

Carolyn Young

Pat Youngblood

Emily Zaebst & Patrick
Sherwin
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Peaslee deeply appreciates these foundations and organizations for their sustaining partnership:
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Murray & Agnes
Christ Church S d
Cathedral easongoo
TheiDigtenoiot SoUtheTohiG Good Government Foundation CHARLES H DATER
FOUNDATION
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UNIVERSITY _ _ _* CLUB Edward and Robert Bott Fund
Hamilton County Board of
) Commissioners' Youth
Resiliency Grant
" CONGREGATION OF THE Robert Gould Foundation

HUMIUTY of MARY , ) Unnewehr Family Foundation
Inspired by God. Serving you. SISfﬁfS QfCh{If'lIy William O. Purdy, Jr. Foundation

of Cincinnati



